
30 Unit 1: Personal Development

MODULE 2
CONTEXTS OF 
DEVELOPMENT

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological Theory

➊	 Describe Bronfenbrenner’s bioecological theory.

Family Context

•	 Parenting Practices

•	 Divorce and Remarriage
➋	 Describe how parenting styles and family transitions interact with the  

school system.

Peer Context

•	 Friendships and Peer Groups

•	 Peer Statuses
➌	 Describe how aspects of the peer context interact with the school system.

Broader Contexts

•	 Parental Employment

•	 Cultural Factors
➍	 Explain how broader contexts of development influence microsystems and 

individual outcomes.

BRONFENBRENNER’S 
BIOECOLOGICAL THEORY

➊	 Describe Bronfenbrenner’s bioecological theory.

Who is the most influential person in your life now? Who was it five years ago? You can proba-
bly think of several people who have made a difference in your life. As children and adolescents, 
we grow and develop with the support and influence of people and places: our family members, 
friends, and teachers, and our neighborhoods and schools. Because of their influence on devel-
opment, these people and places are considered contexts of development. Urie Bronfenbrenner’s 
(1994, 2005) bioecological theory of human development, the best-known theory on the 
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